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2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive 
Billings,  MT  59101 
Februat7  23,  1995 

TO:   Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental  Sciences,  Director's  Office 
Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Director's  Office 

Parks  Division 

Fisheries  Division 

Wildlife  Division 

Regional  Supervisor 

Lands  Section 

Design  and  Construction 

Legal  Unit 

Mary  Ellen  McDonald 
Montana  Historical  Society,  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 
Montana  State  Library 

Jim  Jensen,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center,  POB  1184,  Helena,  MT  59624 
Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  P.  O.  Box  924,  Helena,  MT    59624 
George  Ochenski,  P.O.  Box  689,  Helena,  MT  59624 
Carbon  County  Commissioners,  Box  887,  Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 
Wayne  Hurst,  P.O.  Box  728,  Libby,  MT  59923 
Wildlife  Federation,  P.O.  Box  6537,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for  the  Cooney  Reservoir 
State  Park  Campsite  Host  Pad  Project,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

Questions  and  comments  will  be  accepted  until  5:00  p.m.,  March  24,  1995.    If  you  have 
questions,  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  252-4654.  All  comments  should  be  sent  to  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  at  2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive,  Billings,  MT  59105. 


Thank  you  for  your  interest. 


Sincerely, 


Dick  Ellis 

Regional  Supervisor 


iSTA"TC  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

JUL  1 1  1995 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

1515  E.  eth  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


DRAFT 

MEPA/NEPA/HB495  CHECKLIST 
PART  I.   PROPOSED  ACTION  DESCRIPTION 

1.  Type  of  Proposed  State  Action  Construction  of  Campsite  Host  Pad 

2.  Agency  Authority  for  the  Proposed  Action  Montana  Fish.  Wildlife  and  Parks 

3.  Name  of  Project  Cooney  Reservoir  State  Park  Campsite  Host  Pad  Proiect 

4.  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number  of  Project  Sponsor  (if  other  than  the 
agency) 

5.  If  Applicable: 

Estimated  Construction/Commencement  Date  June  1.1995 
Estimated  Completion  Date  August  1.  1995 
Current  Status  of  Project  Design  (%  complete)  100% 

6.  Location  Affected  by  Proposed  Action  (county,  range  and  township) 

Carbon  County  -  Section  25,  T4S,  R20E 

7.  Project  Size:  Estimate  the  number  of  acres  that  would  be  directly  affected 
that  are  currently: 

(a)  Developed:  (d)       Floodplain acres 

residential  ....   acres 

industrial _  acres  (e)       Productive: 

irrigated  cropland    ...  acres 

(b)  Open  Space/Woodlands/  dry  cropland _  acres 

Recreation        .  03  acres  forestry _  acres 

rangeland acres 

(c)  Wetlands/Riparian  other    _  acres 

Areas   acres 

8.  Map/site  plan:  attach  an  original  8  1/2"  x  11 "  or  larger  section  of  the  most 
recent  USGS  7.5'  series  topographic  map  showing  the  location  and 
boundaries  of  the  area  that  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action.  A 
different  map  scale  may  be  substituted  if  more  appropriate  or  if  required  by 
agency  rule.  If  available,  a  site  plan  should  also  be  attached. 
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9.  Narrative  Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action  or  Project  including  the  Benefits 
and  Purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action. 

Cooney  Reservoir  State  Park  provides  70  public  campsites  in  five  camping 
areas  distributed  around  the  reservoir.  Services  at  the  park  are  provided  by  one 
permanent  employee  and  four  seasonal  employees.  Whenever  possible,  volunteer 
campsite  hosts  are  recruited  to  assist  with  facilities  maintenance  and  visitor 
information.  Hosts  also  provide  an  increased  level  of  security  by  providing  an 
"official  presence"  in  a  campground.  Due  to  the  long  term  nature  of  a  campsite 
host's  stay,  water  service,  electric  service,  and  sewer  hookup  are  typically  provided 
at  the  host  campsite.  Cooney  currently  only  has  one  campsite  suitable  for  long 
term  use,  which  is  located  in  Marshal  Cove  campground.  The  project  proposes 
to  build  another  such  site  in  the  North  Shore  area,  a  busy  area  on  the  opposite 
site  of  the  reservoir  from  Marshall  Cove.  The  site  at  Marshall  Cove  will  then  be 
used  for  a  seasonal  employee,  and  the  site  at  North  Shore  will  be  used  for  the 
campsite  hosts. 

Implementation  of  this  project  would  enhance  the  department's  ability 
to  recruit  and  retain  campsite  hosts  at  Cooney,  and  would  also  provide  more 
readily  available  sen/ices  of  personnel  at  the  two  busiest  campsite  at  Cooney. 

10.  Listing  of  any  other  Local,  State  or  Federal  agency  that  has  overlapping  or 
additional  jurisdiction. 

(a)       Permits: 

Agencv  Name Permit Date  Filed/# 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Design  and  Construction  Bureau  -  planning 
and  design 

SHPO  -  Archeological  clearance. 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  -  Water  Permit  and 
septic  permit 


(b)       Funding: 

Agency  Name Funding  Amount 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

Engineering  and  contingency  -  $28,000 


(c)       Other  Overlapping  or  Additional  Jurisdictional  Responsibilities: 
Agency  Name Type  of  Responsibilitv 

N/A 
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CARBON  COUNTY  PLANNING/ SANITARIAN'S  OFFICE 


Michael  Fahley,  R.S. 
Office:  (406)  446-1694 


P.O.  Box  466 
Red  Lodge,  Montana  59068 


Dear 


C^ 


Date:      J^/9-9^ 
Pt^(ZM(T    3-95 


Your  Individual  Sev/age  Disposal  Permit  Application  for: 
(^OO/J^V    RFSer^^Olfi.   /-/OST      !^&/> has  been  reviewed  and 

y    Approved.   5'f^  Comrf\£^Krr:^      3&l.c>uJ 


Approved  with  changes  noted  below. 

Denied.   Explanation  given  below. 

Is  incomplete.   Additional  information  is  required  prior 
to  construction.  See  Explanation  below. 


Other. 


EXPLANATION:  /,)    Pr^0\/i0e    miNifn^rr]      ^O    U^>£Ai<.  f^ET    0(^ 


Please  notify  this  office  when  construction  begins.   A  site 
inspection  and  final  approval  are  required. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  Sanitarian's  Office 
at  446-1694.   Thank  you. 


Sincere 


Mike  Fah'ley, 

Carbon  County  Sanitarian/Planning  Director 


Approval  by  this  office  does  not  guarantee  future  performance  of 
your  system.   Natural  and  man-made  factors  such  as  the  dumping  of 
chemicals,  chemical  water  treatment  systems,  abnormally  high 
groundwater,  flooding,  soil  compaction,  and  leaking  plumbing 
fixtures  are  a  few  causes  of  system  failure. 

Proper  planning,  design,  and  construction  with  regular 
maintenance  and  inspection  will  help  the  longevity  of  most 
systems. 


11.      List  of  Agencies  Consulted  During  Preparation  of  the  EA: 

SHPO 

Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Design  and  Construction  Bureau 


PART  II.  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  LAND  RESOURCES 

impact" 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

m 

~/lll  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

Unknown 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Soil  instability  or  changes  in  geologic  substructure? 

X 

b.  Disruption,  displacennent,  erosion,  compaction, 
moisture  loss,  or  over-covering  of  soil  which  would 
reduce  productivity  or  fertility? 

X 

►  c.  Destruction,  covering  or  modification  of  any  unique 
geologic  or  physical  features? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  siltation,  deposition  or  erosion  patterns 
that  may  modify  the  channel  of  a  river  or  stream  or  the 
bed  or  shore  of  a  lake? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  earthquakes, 
landslides,  ground  failure,  or  other  natural  hazard? 

X 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

1  b.  Pad  construction  would  remove  vegetation  and  top  soil  from  proposed  sites  for  the  placement  of  gravel  pads,  well  construction, 
electrical  line  placement,  and  drain  field  construction.  Disturbance  of  vegetation  and  top  soil  will  be  minimal  and  limited  to  the 
immediate  areas  where  the  gravel  and  utilities  will  be  placed. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1 

*.  AIR 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACf 

Can  Impact 
Be  Mitigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►■  a.  Emission  of  air  pollutants  or  deterioration  of 
ambient  air  quality?  (also  see  13  (c)) 

X 

b.  Creation  of  objectionable  odors? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  air  movement,  moisture,  or  temperature 
patterns  or  any  change  in  climate,  either  locally  or 
regionally? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  vegetation,  including  crops,  due  to 
increased  emissions  of  pollutants? 

X 

e>For  P-R/D-J  oroiects,  will  the  project  result  in  any 
discharge  which  will  conflict  with  federal  or  state  air 
quality  regs?   (Also  see  2a) 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Air  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  WATER 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT* 

Can   Impact  Be 
Miligatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown* 

None 

Minor'' 

Potentially 
Significant 

►a.  Discharge  into  surface  water  or  any 
alteration  of  surface  water  quality  including 
but  not  limited  to  temperature,  dissolved 
oxygen  or  turbidity? 

X 

b.  Changes  in  drainage  patterns  or  the  rate 
and  amount  of  surface  runoff? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  course  or  magnitude  of 
flood  water  or  other  flows? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  the  amount  of  surface  water 
In  any  water  body  or  creation  of  a  new 
water  body? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  water 
related  hazards  such  as  flooding? 

X 

f.  Changes  in  the  quality  of  groundwater? 

X 

g.  Changes  in  the  quantity  of  groundwater? 

X 

h.  Increase  in  risk  of  contamination  of 
surface  or  groundwater? 

X 

i.  Effects  on  any  existing  water  right  or 
reservation? 

X 

j.  Effects  on  other  water  users  as  a  result  of 
^any  alteration  in  surface  or  groundwater 
Quality? 

X 

k.  Effects  on  other  users  as  a  result  of  any 
alteration  in  surface  or  groundwater 
quantity? 

X 

1.  ♦♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  a 
designated  floodplain?   (Also  see  3c) 

m.  ♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  proiect  result  in 
any  discharge  that  will  affect  federal  or  state 
water  quality  regulations?  (Also  see  3a) 

n.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Water  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


4.  VEGETATION 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can   Impact 
Be  Mitigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

^rChanges  in  the  diversity,  productivity  or 
abundance  of  plant  species  (including  trees,  shrubs, 
grass,  crops,  and  aquatic  plants)? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  a  plant  connmunity? 

X 

c.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

d.  Reduction  in  acreage  or  productivity  of  any 
agricultural  land? 

X 

e.  Establishment  or  spread  of  noxious  weeds? 

X 

f.  ♦♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  wetlands,  or 
prime  and  unique  farmland? 

a.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


4a.  A  small  amount  of  vegetative  cover  will  be  removed  for  placement  of  the  gravel  pad  and  utility  construction.  The  impact  will 
be  extremely  minor  and  will  not  result  in  any  adverse  changes  to  the  plant  communities  found  within  the  immediate  area  or  the 
campground. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


►  5.  FISH/WILDLIFE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACf 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigatec/* 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown' 

None 

M'moi' 

Potentially 
Significant 

tT 'Deterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

X 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

X 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 
species? 

X 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  into  an  area? 

X 

e.  Creation  of  a  barrier  to  the  migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

X 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

g.  Increase  In  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

X 

h.  ♦♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  be  performed  in  any  area  in 
which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project  affect  any 
T&E  species  or  their  habitat?   (Also  see  5f) 

i.  ♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  introduce  or  export  any 
species  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  In  the  receiving 
location?   (Also  see  5d) 

i.  Other: 

krrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


6.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT* 

Can  Impact 
Be  Mitigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown" 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

X 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise 
levels? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  electromagnetic 
effects  that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health 
or  property? 

X 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception 
and  operation? 

X 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


7.  LAND  USE 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 
Be  Mitigated* 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown' 

None 

Minoi^ 

Potentially 
Significant 

^FAIteration  of  or  interference  with  the  productivity 
or  profitability  of  the  existing  land  use  of  an  area? 

X 

b.  Conflicted  with  a  designated  natural  area  or 
area  of  unusual  scientific  or  educational 
Importance? 

X 

c.  Conflict  with  any  existing  land  use  whose 
presence  would  constrain  or  potentially  prohibit 
the  proposed  action? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  or  relocation  of  residences? 

X 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  If  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


8.  RISK/HEALTH  HAZARDS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT* 

Can  Impact 
Be  Mitigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown 

None 

Minor" 

Potentially 
Significant 

Bi.  Risk  of  an  explosion  or  release  of  hazardous 
Substances  (including,  but  not  limited  to  oil, 
pesticides,  chemicals,  or  radiation)  in  the  event  of 
an  accident  or  other  forms  of  disruption? 

X 

b.  Affect  an  existing  emergency  response  or 
emergency  evacuation  plan  or  create  a  need  for  a 
new  plan? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  any  human  health  hazard  or 
potential  hazard? 

X 

d.  ♦  For  P-R/D-J,  will  any  chemical  toxicants  be 
used?   (Also  see  8a) 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative 

i  and  Secondary 

Effects  on  U 

■ind  Resources 

(Attach  additional  p< 

ages  of  narrative  if 

needed): 

8 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


9.  COMMUNITY  IMPACT 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can  Impact 
Be  N^itigatecf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown* 

None 

Minoi** 

Potentially 
Significant 

^F Alteration  of  the  location,  distribution,  density, 
or  growth  rate  of  the  human  population  of  an 
area? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  social  structure  of  a 
comnnunity? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  level  or  distribution  of 
employment  or  community  or  personal  income? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  industrial  or  commercial  activity? 

X 

e.  Increased  traffic  hazards  or  effects  on  existing 
transportation  facilities  or  patterns  of  movement 
of  people  and  goods? 

X 

f.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


10.  PUBLIC 

SERVICES  /TAXES  /UTILITIES 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT* 

Can   Impact 
Be  Mitigatec/* 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown* 

None 

Minor* 

Potentially 
Significant 

R.  Will  the  proposed  action  have  an  effect  upon 
or  result  in  a  need  for  new  or  altered 
governmental  services  in  any  of  the  following 
areas:  fire  or  police  protection,  schools, 
parks/recreational  facilities,  roads  or  other 
public  maintenance,  water  supply,  sewer  or 
septic  systems,  solid  waste  disposal,  health,  or 
other  governmental  services?  If  any,  specify: 

X 

b.  Will  the  proposed  action  have  an  effect  upon 
the  local  or  state  tax  base  and  revenues? 

X 

c.  Will  the  proposed  action  result  in  a  need  for 
new  facilities  or  substantial  alterations  of  any  of 
the  following  utilities:  electric  power,  natural  gas, 
other  fuel  supply  or  distribution  systems,  or 
communications? 

X 

d.  Will  the  proposed  action  result  in  increased 
use  of  any  energy  source? 

X 

lOd. 

►  e.  Define  projected  revenue  sources 

I0e. 

^  f.  Define  projected  maintenance  costs. 

lOf. 

g.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


I0d.  There  will  be  an  increase  in  electricity  used  to  supply  the  campsite  host  with  electric  power  and  to  operate  the  well.  This  use 
is  estimated  at  600  Kwh/  year,  for  a  cost  of  $60/  year. 

10e.    Revenue  source  for  design  and  construction  is  state  parks  capitoi  program  budget  (combination  of  park  entrance  fees, 
general  fund,  motorboat  fuel  tax.  and  coal  tax  trust). 


• 


.  Projected  operating  costs  are  $300/  year,  and  will  be  funded  from  the  base  operating  budget  for  Cooney  Reservoir  State  Park. 


10 


HUMAN  ErJVIRONMENT 


►  11.  AESTHETICS /RECREATION 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACf 

Can  Impact 
Be  Mitigatetf 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown' 

None 

Minor' 

Potentially 
Significant 

^F  Alteration  of  any  scenic  vista  or  creation  of  an 
aesthetically  offensive  site  or  effect  that  is  open 
to  public  view? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  aesthetic  character  of  a 
community  or  neighborhood? 

X 

►  c.  Alteration  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
recreational/tourism  opportunities  and  settings? 
(Attach  Tourism  Report) 

X 

d.  fFor  P-R/D-J.  will  any  designated  or 
proposed  wild  or  scenic  rivers,  trails  or 
wilderness  areas  be  impacted?   (Also  see  11a, 
lie) 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


12.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES 

PVill  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

impact" 

Can   Impact 
Be  MitigateJ* 

Comment 
Index 

i 

Unknown' 

None 

Minor' 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Destruction  or  alteration  of  any  site, 
structure  or  object  of  prehistoric  historic,  or 
paleontological  importance? 

X 

b.  Physical  change  that  would  affect  unique 
cultural  values? 

X 

c.  Effects  on  existing  religious  or  sacred  uses  of 
a  site  or  area? 

X 

d.  ♦♦  For  P-R/D-J.  will  the  project  affect  historic 
or  cultural  resources?  Attach  SHPO  tetter  of 
clearance.   (Also  see  12.a) 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 
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State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Montana  Historical  Society 

Mailing  Address:  225  North  Roberts  •  Helena,  MT  59620-9990 

Office  Address:  102  Broadway  •  Helena,  MT  •  (406)  444-7715  fj^ 

June  26,  1992       "  '.  '       '  „    ^^^  ^  ^  IS92 ' 

PaulValle  Bon^'^^mDH , 

Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Capitol  Complex 
Helena.  MT  59620 

RE:        1992  Projccis  Cultural  Resource  Review 

Dear  Paul: 

We  agree  with  your  determination  that  ilie  following  projects  likely  have  a  low  likelihood  for  impacting 
significant  cultural  resources: 

Beavertail  Hill  Stale  Park 
Logan  State  Park 
Greycliff  Dogtown 
Placid  and  Salmon  Lake  Slate  Parla 
Headwaters  Slate  Park 
Giant  Springs  State  Park 
Levvis  and  Clark  Caverns 
CCooney  State  ParF^ 
Wayfarers,  Finley  Point 

For  ihe  Painted  Rocks  State  Park,  has  the  area  been  surveyed  prcN-iously?  If  not  we  do  have  concerns  about 
the  Septic  and  drainfield.  Has  the  Whiiefish  Lake  State  Park  been  surveyed? 

We  fully  concur  with  your  plans  to  conduct  a  study  of  the  rock  art  at  Pictograph  Cave.  Wc  especially 
appreciate  the  participation  of  a  conservator.  Will  the  rock  art  be  phj'sically  impacted  by  ihis  study,  samples 
taken,  etc?  We  should  discuss  this  a  bit  more.  For  the  improvements  at  Pictograph  Cave,  my  main  concerns 
would  be  the  handicapped  latrines  and  the  concrete  picnic  table. 

We  will  need  lo  reach  a  formal  determination  of  effect  for  both  of  the  activities  ai  Pictograph  Cave.  I  suggest 
that  we  discuss  the  scope  of  each  aspect  of  the  rock  art  study  and  improvements,  reach  a  consensus  on  ihe 
•effects,  and  formalize  our  Gndings  in  a  separate  letter. 

Wc  look  forward  to  funher  discussions  on  these  and  the  other  projects.  Thanks.  Paul. 

Sincerely, 


>-i^^~^ 


David  Schwab 
State  Archaeologist 

File:  FWP,  1992 

FWP,  Pictograph  Cave 


1.  Description  and  analysis  of  reasonable  alternatives  (including  the  no  action 
alternative)  to  the  proposed  action  whenever  alternatives  are  reasonably 
available  and  prudent  to  consider  and  a  discussion  of  how  the  alternatives 
would  be  implemented: 

A.  Build  campsite  host  pad  as  planned  -  This  alternative  will  result  in  innproved  visitor 
services  through  more  successful  recruitment  and  retention  of  volunteer  campsite  hosts, 
and  better  placement  of  park  paid  and  volunteer  staff  throughout  the  park.  There  several 
minor  and  temporary  impacts  noted  herein  would  occur. 

B.  Build  campsite  host  pad  at  different  location  in  the  park  -  This  alternative  will  result  in 
either  the  host  pad  being  placed  in  a  smaller  and  less  used  site,  such  as  Fisherman's 
Point,  or  it  would  result  in  the  pad  being  placed  at  Marshall  Cove,  where  there  is  already 
a  host  pad.  While  either  of  these  options  would  help  with  volunteer  recruitment  and 
retention,  these  options  would  not  enhance  visitors  sen/ices  as  much  as  Alternative  A 
(North  Shore  location)  would. 

C.  No  Action  fPo  not  build  Host  Padi  -  This  alternative  would  maintain  the  status-quo, 
which  is  difficulty  in  recruiting  and  maintaining  quality  campsite  hosts,  difficulty  in  providing 
adequate  visitor  services  and  information,  and  no  staff  readily  available  after  hours  in  a 
very  busy  campground  area  (North  Shore). 


2.  Evaluation  and  listing  of  mitigation,  stipulation,  or  other  control  measures 
enforceable  by  the  agency  or  another  government  agency: 

Areas  disturbed  by  construction  would  be  reclaimed  and  landscaped  with  no  negative 
Impacts. 


3.  Based  on  the  significance  criteria  evaluated  in  this  EA,  is  an  EIS  required? 
YES/NO.  If  an  EIS  is  not  required,  explain  why  the  EA  is  the  appropriate  level 
of  analysis  for  this  proposed  action: 

An  environmental  assessment  is  the  appropriate  level  of  analysis  for  this  project  due  to 
the  small  area  involved  and  the  very  low  impact  level  which  will  result.  No  impacts  could 
be  classified  as  being  potentially  significant. 


13 


m 


4.  Describe  the  level  of  public  involvement  for  this  project  if  any  and,  given  the 
complexity  and  the  seriousness  of  the  environmental  issues  associated  with  the 
proposed  action,  is  the  level  of  public  involvement  appropriate  under  the 
circumstances? 

The  appropriate  level  of  public  involvement  is  the  publication  of  3  legal  notices,  one  each 
in  the  Billings  Gazette,  the  Carbon  County  News,  and  one  on  the  statewide  electronic 
bulletin  board.  The  ads  announce  the  proposed  project,  how  to  obtain  a  copy  of  this  E.A. 
and  the  dates  of  the  public  comment  period. 


5.  Duration  of  comment  period  if  any: 

30  days:  February  24,  1995  to  March  24,  1995 

6.  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person(s)  Responsible  for 
Preparing  the  EA: 

Ken  Oravsky,  Park  Operations  Supervisor 

Ray  Berntsen,  Regional  Parks  Manager 

Dick  Ellis,  Regional  Supervisor 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive, 
Billings,  MT  59101     (406)252-4654 
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PART  III.  NARRATIVE  EVALUATION  AND  COMMENT 

The  only  impacts  identified  in  part  II  of  this  Environmental  Assessment  are  classified  as 
minor. 

Soil  and  vegetation  disturbed  should  be  minimal  due  to  the  small  area  involved.  All 
disturbed  areas  will  be  reclaimed  and  landscaped. 

Funding  for  this  project  is  already  secured  through  the  Montana  State  Parks  Capitol 
Improvement  Program.  Any  additional  construction  costs  will  be  funded  from  the  Cooney 
Resen/oir  State  Park  operations  budget.  Once  completed,  annual  maintenance  costs  for 
the  camp  host  site  will  be  funded  from  Cooney's  operations  budget. 

Construction  of  this  camp  host  pad  is  expected  to  improve  visitor  services  at  Cooney 
Reservoir  State  Park  by  helping  to  recruit  and  retain  quality  volunteer  staff,  and  by  locating 
these  volunteers  in  a  high  use  area  of  the  park. 
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